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We are the body of Christ ...in lockdown ....
It seems an age since many of us have seen each other. Worshipping together in our
respec�ve churches seems like a world away. Sharing stories, having social events, live
concerts, choir prac�ces, coffee drinking, wisdom of the community groups and even
working groups like PCCs are a distant memory.
The last �me we worshipped collec�vely as Penlee cluster we had our bishop with us
and we “live streamed” our worship feeling very brave and quite thankful that our
technology would enable us to take our next steps in establishing our “e church”
presence. Li�le did we know then just how much we would rely on technology in order
to have any chance of worshipping together at all.
When many of us ate Sunday lunch together at the Lugger and enjoyed each other’s
company we would not have realised what a privilege it was to eat with others. Things
taken for granted certainly now feel so special.

Holy Week and Easter 2020
Like most Chris�ans in the rest of the world this was a Holy Week and Easter like none
other! Not being able to worship in our churches and in our usual way was very hard for
many of us. Yet the loneliness Christ felt in the garden of Gethsemane, the u�er pain and
helplessness of Good Friday were just so much more real to us this year. Indeed, even
the confusing and not so certain Easter Day 2020 brought us closer to the experience of
those first disciples.....when some even ran away.
Here in the Penlee cluster we were able to worship together but sadly this was only
available to those who had internet. There was no other way. We also did try to deliver
Holy Week and Easter packs to people containing a book of Psalms, palm cross, candle,
worship resources and Sta�ons of the Cross. I know this was appreciated by many of
you. I also thank the group of people who packed and delivered these in haste just before
lock down. I am aware that a few people seemed to have missed out on the pack. For this
I am sorry....these have been very difficult �mes.

The work of the church in lockdown
In this incredibly difficult �me we have had to find new ways of responding to the Gospel
and living out our faith. Each one of us have had, and con�nue to have, our own
challenges. Some of you have needed to Shield and this is so important for you to keep
safe. Others have been able to go out to do shopping and a daily walk. Some people have
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had to try to work from home whilst having to juggle looking a�er children or elderly
rela�ves. Some people have had to work on the front line with all the challenges that go
with it. Some people have been ill or had medical appointments cancelled. Not being
with people who are ill or a�ending funerals have been faced by some. And many
people are missing seeing family and friends. As people of faith we are called on to find
God speaking to us in all these situa�ons. It is not a ma�er that some people are doing
more to support their community than others. WE are the Body of Christ collec�vely
....and collec�vely we respond
So here are some of the COLLECTIVE ways that we are responding ... and we are all part
of this.

Pastoral phone calls and door step visits Our pastoral ministers, Readers and re�red
clergy are phoning people to keep in touch and offering support. Other people too are
phoning neighbours and members of their worshipping church group. These calls help us
all to feel valued. From �me to �me it has also been possible for a few people to visit
others at their door....it’s always great to see a face.
Food for those in need People have been dona�ng food and money for those in need.
We use this to help people in crisis and to enhance the food parcels sent to some
children
Support to food bank Again food and money has been donated to the work of the
local food bank. They have been so good at providing extra boxes of food when we come
across vulnerable families. Thanks to Nigel Owen who has worked �relessly to help
expand what is on offer
Food parcels for Children Our church school makes sure that many children at St
Mary's school and Madron Daniel school get food parcels. Many of these parcels are
delivered to the door. Our church school headteacher, Hilary, has worked above and
beyond to ensure that children are fed. Thanks too to those of you who have provided
extras to put in these packs or made up bags of pasta, Thanks Vicki for helping to collect
the food.
Daily worship for Children Each day an act of worship takes place in our church
school. Clergy s�ll lead assembly. Also worship resources and ideas are placed on the
school and cluster website. Prayer remains at the
heart of our church school. We are exploring
praying with The labyrinth at the moment. Lots of
worship has been about apprecia�ng and looking
a�er our world. You may want to take a look at daily
worship for children and recommend it to families
and friends that you are in touch with.



3

A changed school?
Both schools closed on Friday 20thMarch in line with Government direc�ves. We opened
for child- care provision on Tuesday 24th March. We developed this approach collec�vely
and planned our provision before Friday 20th March.

We took the strategic decision that one school in the Federa�on would remain open for
child-care provision across both schools. St Mary’s remains open providing this, Madron
Daniel C of E School is closed. The provision has been open since Tuesday 24th March
and was open throughout the Easter break, only closed for the Bank Holidays over Easter.
We are open for key workers’ children and vulnerable children. Overall, we have had
reassuring uptake of vulnerable children - a much higher percentage than recently
quoted na�onally. The strong rela�onships that we have with families and children I am
sure has helped this.

We took the decision to support free school meal children by delivering food packages
weekly. These are provided by our school caterers. We also have cereal and bagels to add
to this from our involvement in the Na�onal Breakfast project and pasta from dona�ons
by Penlee Cluster. Children a�ending school are offered breakfast and a simple meal at
lunch �me. We are trying to be as crea�ve as we can with limited resources for cooking.
Sharing food is an important part of the day for the children. Having a smaller group
sharing lunch generates conversa�on and o�en laughter!

In school we have a team of 3 staff (plus me) working each day. The team of 3 is on a
fortnight rota. One opportunity this has given staff is the chance to work with different
people, this is normally difficult to organise in the rush of the school �metable. Seeing
rela�onships develop and grow strengthens the team. The atmosphere in school with
the children is relaxed but purposeful. During the Easter break it was similar to holiday
club provision but once term began, we started a more predictable and familiar pa�ern
to the day and learning. We theme the learning in school to provide some con�nuity over
the weeks. We focused on Dragons for the first two weeks and are now looking at Flight,
then we will move on to Colour and Light. We deliberately chose broad topics that would
appeal to all children form pre school to Year 6. The wide age range is even more than we
have in a class at Madron! As well as this, the older children complete the home learning
tasks set by their class teachers each day. Children access this through both our school
Facebook pages and our e-learning pla�orms.

Throughout the provision we have provided daily worship in school and share this with
the whole school via our Facebook pages and websites. You may have seen these on the
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Penlee Cluster website (thank you, Chris, for uploading these). It is one way of trying to
retain a connec�on with our whole school community.

It is quite different taking assembly with 12 children rather than 167! The smaller group
enables more interac�ve approach and we are witnessing children becoming more
ar�culate. A recurring theme in our worship is ‘Always be thankful’. This simple Bible
quote woven into each day ensures a sense of gra�tude for everything and sustains us.
We also focus on caring for crea�on. The children readily no�ce the increase in birdsong,
the quietness of the streets, the hope that new life brings. We are becoming greener, the
children have planted sunflowers, thyme and tomatoes so far. We will be plan�ng
potatoes, le�uces, wild flowers and herbs next week.

People have been so generous. Ruth Boulton is contribu�ng to music sessions each week,
Rev Sian has helped with childcare provision, Sian, Andrew and Vicky have helped with
food collec�on and deliveries, our chair of governors has donated plants to the school for
the children to plant. We have had lots of cake and biscuits for the children (and staff!).
Thank you to everyone for your �me and energy.

There are, of course, challenges. We have no admin staff at present, and we are having to
change the rota weekly as staff circumstances change. We have had illness within the
staff team and their families. We need to ensure the mental health and wellbeing of our
school community. School staff have access to different support to help with wellbeing,
we have posted well being resources via home learning and also there is a well being tab
on our website. We have also had to learn to run virtual staff mee�ngs. This is keeping us
connected as a whole staff team, but it is hugely different from face to face
conversa�ons. The challenges are having to think of the day to day provision, preparing
for the unknown and issues we an�cipate when school returns plus working on longer
term plans for the schools and balancing these with the on-going events in running a
school.

Although this has not been announced at the �me of typing, I am sure that there will be
increased discussion this week on reopening schools. I am very mindful of the need to
ensure that when schools do return, all staff are ready. We need to think carefully of this
when schools reopen, take things slowly and be mindful of the readjustments from
lockdown that we will all need to make. Rebuilding and reconnec�ng with our
community is going to be important.

It is not a case of making up for lost �me when children come back. We need to be
mindful of what the whole community has collec�vely experienced and help all to make
sense of this. We need to think carefully about the impact of lockdown on all areas of our
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lives and make sure that what we offer meets the children’s needs. We are making this
the focus of our staff mee�ngs over the next two weeks.

But hope makes us bold and strong. We have strong team of staff that will carry us
through this �me. Yes, we are changed schools on the surface, but deep down we are s�ll
the same. As ever, our connec�on with Penlee Cluster is a real strength.

In adversity we can see the strengths of our school vision and values, perseverance,
courage, generosity and hope. Keeping these in the forefront of our thinking and
knowing that ‘Together we can make a difference’ will sustain us during these
unprecedented and challenging �mes.

Hilary Tyreman,
head teacher An Baya Primary Schools Federa�on

Cake treats
Thanks to those who are baking and offering wonderful cakes to our church school and
those who are having to isolate. This is such a treat.

Funerals and bereavement support
One of the huge challenges and sadnesses of this lock down has been the care and
support of those who are dying, those who are bereaved and conduc�ng funerals. Li�le
did we ever envisage being in a �me when even mourning and dying would become
different. It has been unbelievingly hard and heartbreaking.

We have s�ll been trying to support those who are dying, bereaved and to conduct
funeral services. But not being able in most cases, to be physically alongside people in
their darkest moments seems unnatural. Prayers said via phone into the ears of the
dying, planning funerals via phone with grieving rela�ves, conduc�ng funerals with no
one or a handful of people present and sending the service out over the internet, no
church funerals, saying a private Eucharist for the person who has died, no one able to
visit the home of a bereaved rela�ve or hold their hand have been horrendous
experiences for all. We have all had to dig deep to find the light of God’s love in it all. I
would like to thank all those who have been able to offer phone support and come
alongside people in their �me of grief and darkness.

As a cluster of churches we have waived all fees connected to funeral ministry despite
guidelines from na�onal church.....but it was just our small way of saying to families “ we
stand alongside you”.

And we con�nue to hold all those affected in this way in our prayers and thoughts.

Together we can make a difference
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Prayer support ministry
People are sending in prayer requests and these are being prayed by our prayer vigil
team, at morning and night prayer and at the daily Eucharist . Do send in pray requests to
Keno our administrator or Sian Yates so that they can be circulated. Many people are
valuing this ministry of the church .

24/7 Prayer vigil
Over 30 people in our cluster have been praying for between half an hour or an hour
each day almost since the country went into lockdown. In this way throughout each day
and night someone is holding us in prayer. We are so grateful for people’s �me and
dedica�on. If you would be prepared to take your turn on the rota contact : Sian
Yates:01736367863

Morning and evening Prayer
We now say daily prayers together at 8am and 9pm. We use Zoom so that we can pray
together, seeing and hearing each other. We use the Iona daily prayer book and the bible
reading set by the Church of England. If you want to join in contact Sian :
teamleader@penleecluster.org.uk
“Night prayer on Zoom, is like a full stop at the end of the day, it draws the ac�vity into
s�llness, as it focuses the mind on Jesus. Si�ng with and also before your friends, their
faces looking back at you, creates a sense of stead fast togetherness and accountability to
each other and the day. Comradeship, may once have been a word used for a united
response. Comfor�ng knowing that despite all, the spirit of the air waves has enabled us
to share and to offer to the Lord the needs of the world and those we share it with.
We remain one with each other and one with God.”
Kaye Wingham - Reader in the Penlee Cluster .

Sunday Worship since lockdown
You are probably aware that we worship together at 1030 each Sunday morning. Chris
Osborne puts together our worship and places it on our Penlee cluster Website. It is
quite different than worshipping in church on a normal Sunday morning but it is s�ll a
very moving and Prayerful experience.

Good idea shared
Barbara Jury rings Dot each Sunday morning and they listen to the service together. Dot
does not have a computer so she listens by phone as Barbara watches the service on her
lap top. So if you have a computer you might want to share the service with someone
without that facility......or a younger member of your family could tune in and share it
with you....So many good ideas The Mounts bay team have been very grateful for this
idea.
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Response to Sunday Worship
“I’ve just par�cipated, and I mean par�cipated rather than watched, this morning’s
Cluster service and feel moved to say that it will go down as one of the most moving
services I’ve ever been to, and that includes ‘normal’ church services. A lot of tears were
spilt! Thank you to all who helped to lead it - how wonderful it is that we can be
transported by technology? Enabling us to feel fully engaged and upli�ed. Thank you.
With love and prayers”
Mel

Daily Shouts
Again a daily thought for the day is posted on our website....thanks to those who
contribute by wri�ng....and thanks to those who read them and share with others....it is
the mission work of our church. If you would like to write a shout or thought for the day
please send it to Chris Osborne or our Administrator Keno.
communica�ons@penleecluster.org.uk admin@penleecluster.org.uk

Quiet Garden visual Tour
Do you feel that you haven’t been out for ages and
that the earth is burs�ng into life? It is so hard for
many who have to stay indoors. However, Chris
Osborne has made a wonderful virtual tour of Paul
quiet garden ....It is very atmospheric.....thanks Chris.
www.penleecluster.org.uk/worship/quiet-garden/
Quiet garden reflec�on space So many people
have found the quiet garden quite a haven during this
period. Obviously, people are keeping social distance
from each other....and many use it to find a tranquil place to think and pray. We give
thanks for this wonderful resource.

Church bells A�er careful thought and considera�on it was decided to ring some of the
church bells in cluster churches: so thanks to Brian and Mick bells are rung at St. John’s
and Paul on Thursday 8pm in thanks for the NHS and again on Sunday morning at 1030
calling us all to worship...on line or with a friend on the phone. Or even by yourself or
with a TV service ...remembering that there are so many ways to worship God.

Shopping and prescrip�on collec�ng Many of you have been prepared to go food
shopping or to collect prescrip�ons for others. Shopping during this �me of social
distancing has been quite interes�ng to say the least. Just how excited do we get when
we suddenly find flour or eggs! Many people have been prepared to ask for help too:
thanks for le�ng us help. All of this helps us to remember that we are part of a loving
serving community.

https://www.penleecluster.org.uk/worship/quiet-garden/
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New monas�c community A core group con�nues to meet each week to help take
this much needed project forward. I hope that very soon we will be able to release more
details and open the group up for others to be involved.

Virtual coffee morning A number of people are using zoom to have virtual coffee
mornings with people. Others are phoning a friend and e joying a coffee and chat. It is
good both to be supported and support others

Wisdom in the community The Wednesday evening group at 6pm is s�ll taking place
via zoom. You are welcome to join.
“For Sue and I, Wisdom in the Community on Wednesday evening in St Mary’s Church has
held a special place in our hearts. Through the sharing of friendship and fellowship, a
shared meal, sharing the Gospel discussions and WisdomWorship it has been very
special. It’s stopping through Corvid 19 was a great blow! Born again through new
technology and the use of Zoom, we have been given us a new way into Wisdom. We
renew our friendships and fellowship, share in prayers and Gospel discussion. Thanks be
to God for bringing us in our homes closer together through new technology!”
John Wallis

Worship times in Penlee Cluster during Covid 19
8am: Daily morning prayer ( except Sat and Sunday)
9pm: Daily night prayer ( except Sat and Sunday )
24/7 prayer vigil ....each day and every day
Daily Eucharist as priest pray for our parishes. You can join us via Zoom on Tuesday
9.30am or Friday 10am Sunday Worship 10.30 am on the web site and our Facebook
page...open to all
If you wish to join us via computer for any of these services, or would like to become part
of the prayer vigil please contact SianYates: 01736 367863 or
teamleader@penleecluster.org.uk

Julian Prayer mee�ng : Sunday 3rd May 6pm
Once again, the Julian Mee�ng will not be held at Paul church at 6pm this Sunday (3rd
May). Instead, you might like to use the �me to reflect at home, and perhaps, if you’re
able, at 6pm, so that we will, in effect, be reflec�ng together.
Opening prayer:
Lord God, make us your rainbow people, glorying in our God-given variety, passionate for
peace, praying for hope for the world and trus�ng in your grace.Sentence, or word from
it (30 minutes reflec�on))You Lord are in this place, your presence is peace; you Lord are
in our hearts, your presence is peace; you Lord are in our lives, your presence is peace.
(David Adam)
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Blessing
Wherever we are, God goes ahead of us, leading us to where we need to be….Look
back and remember he was with you. Stand s�ll and realise he is with you. Walk
forward and trust: he will be with your always. (Margaret Silf)
Go well - with love and prayers Mel, Judith and Virginia.

Church of England Prayer Book
We are sending out a prayer book designed by the Church
of England for use at this �me. For those who are not on
line or haven’t access to computers we will be delivering a
copy.

Listening Ear and pastoral support
If you wish to speak to someone yourself or know someone
who could do with a listening ear then we have an
experienced caring group of people who are suppor�ng
people via the phone.

Summer Holiday Club 2020
We are s�ll planning for the summer holiday club to go ahead this year....it might
have to be quite different than other years because of Covid 19 social distancing
etc.....so we are planning ....and know that plans will have to change or be adapted.
However, we are firmly commi�ed to trying to offer children and families as much
support as possible. We have already applied for grants to help fund this work nad
are closely working with our schools. Let’s hope and pray that we can offer freedom,
fun and food to children this summer.

Could you help to support prison ministry?
The Revd Bryony Davis, Chaplain at HMP Leyhill is asking parishes to support men in
prison by sending in worship and faith DVDs and CDs. Leyhill is an open men’s prison,
but due to coronavirus, as in the community, all faith services and groups have
stopped.
Bryony said, “Our residents are not blessed with internet access and all the resources
and opportuni�es that brings, and a number have low levels of literacy, for whom
books are of limited use. We are trying to find new ways to support Chris�an
residents in their faith and have been given permission to set up a library of worship
CDs and faith DVDs that residents can use in their rooms.”
“If churches could encourage their members to donate CDs or DVDs they no longer
need, this would be much appreciated. We are looking for all sorts of worship CDs –
tradi�onal hymns, choral, contemporary worship, Taize, gospel, Chris�an medita�on
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etc and teaching DVDs or faith related films. All CDs and DVDs must, for security reasons
be shop bought / professionally produced, rather than home recorded. Thank you so
much for your support – it will be a huge help in encouraging residents in their faith in
these difficult �mes.”

CDs and DVDs can be posted to: The Revd Bryony Davis, Chaplaincy Team, HMP Leyhill,
Tortworth Rd, Wo�on-under-edge, GL12 8BT.

Paul Oral History
A new website is to be launched on May 4th with more recorded stories and lots of new
material around May Queen and Maypole Dancing You will find photos, stories and
poems inspired by the recordings.
There is even a Quiz which could be a perfect way to fill some of the lockdown hours at
home. There are also general ques�ons to test your local knowledge! You may have to
‘phone a friend’ or do a bit of research to find the answers.
Here is the link
h�ps://paulvoicescornwall.wixsite.com/paulvoices

Thanks to all those who have shared their memories and worked on the web site.

Penlee Cluster Discretionary Fund
Coronavirus has had a terrible impact across all layers of socie�es and for those who
were already vulnerable and struggling those pressures have increased.
In addi�on many people locally have lost their jobs because they do not qualify for the
furlough scheme. And as we emerge from the peak of the crisis there are likely to be
many people with significant rent arrears.

Penlee Cluster of Churches has a small discre�onary fund it can use to support people
with immediate crisis. Already it has been used to feed families when the school meal
voucher system failed and to put money on key meters as being at home longer brings
extra fuel costs.
If you would like to make a dona�on to this fund please send a cheque payable to

Friends of Penlee Cluster and write Discre�onary Fund on reverse and send to
Revd A. Yates
Hanover House
6A Kings Road Penzance TR184LG

Or by BACS transfer for Friends of Penlee Cluster
Sort Code 30-96-56 Account Number 00798606

https://paulvoicescornwall.wixsite.com/paulvoices
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As a Registered Charity we can claim Gi� Aid on dona�ons and so if you are a Tax Payer
then a simple note that you are willing to apply gi� aid and your post code can add an
extra 25% to your gi�
THANK YOU

Church in Cornwall during coronavirus
Andrew Yates writes
In my role as Diocesan Social Responsibility Officer I have been linked in with the wider
Council and Voluntary Sector responses to the pandemic as it impacts on Cornwall

Along with Jane Yeomans of Transforma�on Corrnwall we have been championing the
many grass roots organisa�ons that are really making the difference such as the COVID
19 Mutual Aid groups that have sprung up to ensure the vulnerable and the elderly have
their shopping and prescrip�ons collected

A network of local community hubs has been set up bringing Local Authority, Town
Councils, Voluntary Sector and Health perspec�ves together. And In recogni�on of the
enormous contribu�on that the Churches are making on the ground through projects
such as Food Banks there is also a nominated Church representa�ve on each of these
response hubs. I am the church rep for West Penwith so if there are any needs that you
feel require escala�ng or if there are any challenges you are mee�ng as a member of a
community group please get in touch with me.
paulpriest@penleecluster.org.uk

Christian Aid Week is not cancelled
A message from Chris�an Aid
This year’s Chris�an Aid Week will undoubtedly be a
different experience, but we know supporters like you will
do all you can to make it the same life-changing and joyous
week we’ve run since 1957. In fact, now more than ever our gi�s, prayers and ac�on are
desperately needed..

In-person events, such as house-to-house collec�ons and Big Brekkies will not go ahead
this year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic. But we’re moving Chris�an Aid Week online!

We are developing and promo�ng some
exci�ng ways to help you join together in fun
and fellowship as a community this May.

We will be offering the e-envelope as a digital
way to share the Chris�an Aid Week story with
your family and friends and ask for a dona�on.
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We will also be hos�ng daily quizzes during Chris�an Aid week itself on our Chris�an Aid
website.

Individuals can donate via the Chris�an Aid website or by telephone 020 7523 2269.

With your support, we can con�nue our vital work with the poorest and most vulnerable
people in the world.
Click this link for resources Resources for a virtual Chris�an Aid Week

As this virus spreads across the world, love rises up in response. You’ve already
shown incredible kindness to your neighbours. Now is the time to reach out to
your neighbours both near and far.

Your love protects. From storms, from drought, and now from coronavirus.Your
love protects our global neighbours battling the spread of this illness.Your love
protects. With soap, clean water and medical supplies.

By supporting us this Christian Aid Week, you can reach out and protect more of
your neighbours today.

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/virtual-fundraisers
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/virtual-fundraisers

